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Tackling HIV a high priority for
government, says Sonia Gandhi

Inside
International Conference on

Red Ribbon Express Phase-II flagged off to mark AIDS Day
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation
chairperson Sonia Gandhi flagged
off the Red Ribbon Express PhaseII from the Safdarjung station in
Delhi to mark World AIDS Day.
She said the Red Ribbon
Express Phase-I showed that “we
are on the right track because of
the appreciation we got from the
people.”
Tackling the HIV epidemic was
a high priority for the Centre
because the disease mostly
affected the poor and the young,
Ms. Gandhi said. The Red Ribbon
Club had brought together
departments nationwide, and
stakeholders — from elected
representatives to self-help groups
at the district level — to meet this
challenge.
Ms. Gandhi went around the
various
coaches,
sought
information on several of the
display panels and even accessed
the helpline before flagging off the
train.
Delhi Chief Minister Sheila Dixit
said: “This year the theme of the
World AIDS Day is ‘Universal
Access And Human Rights’ and the
train fulfils this message of ensuring
universal access in the context of
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human rights. I feel that AIDS
prevention is of critical importance,
and I am sure this train will take this
message all over the country and
teach people how to prevent this
disease and take care of those
affected by it through treatment and
care.”
Union Health and Family
Welfare Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad
said: “The train is going to give
information on how to prevent HIV/
AIDS, where to get services and
who to count on for counselling and
testing. Between 2002 and 2007,
we succeeded in drastically
reducing the number of people
affected by this disease, and I
believe that with more and more
information reaching people, we will
see a very definite decline in
numbers in this country.”
The Red Ribbon Express is
being implemented by the National
AIDS Control Organisation, the
National Rural Health Mission, the
Rajiv Gandhi Foundation, the
Ministry of Railways and UNICEF,
among others.
The eight-coach train will
provide on-station activities through
exhibitions and displays. Off-site
communication activities will also
be taken up.
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International Conference on Adult Education
closes with a call to move from rhetoric to action
The Sixth International
Conference on Adult Education
(CONFINTEA VI) closed on 4
December with a call for
governments to “take forward, with
a sense of urgency and at an
accelerated pace, the agenda of
adult learning and education” and to
redouble the efforts to meet adult
literacy goals. These policies were
laid down in the Belem Framework
for Action adopted after extensive
negotiations at CONFINTEA VI.
“Now is the time for action,
because the cost of not acting is too
high,” states the final document,
adopted at the end of the
International Conference on Adult
Education that gathered over 1,500
participants from over 156 Member
States in Belem, Brazil during four
days.
Ministers, university rectors, key
representatives from regional and
multilateral organizations, civil
society and the private sector, as
well as adult learners from all over
the world debated a wide range of
issues including policies and
governance for adult education,
literacy as a key competence for
lifelong learning, assuring the quality
and assessing learning outcomes,
participation and inclusion, and
financing mechanisms.
“This is a wake-up call to
governments and the international
community that without a greatly
reinforced effort, the Education for
All goals will never be achieved. […]
The test for us is to ensure strategic
collaboration, innovation and policy
reform that will enable this
accumulated knowledge and
experience to be deployed
effectively where it is needed,” said
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Davidson Hepburn, Chairperson of
the General Conference of
UNESCO.
The Belem Framework for
Action stresses that “adult learning
and education have a critical role
in responding to contemporary
cultural, economic, political and
social challenges,” and underlines
the need to place adult learning and
education in a broader context of
sustainable development. It
acknowledges that effective policy,
governance,
financing,
participation, inclusion, equity and
quality are all necessary conditions
for adults and young people to be
able to exercise their right to
education.
Reflecting the Conference’s
special focus on literacy as a key
to lifelong learning and an “inherent
part of the right to education,”
Belem Framework for Action calls
for “redoubling of efforts to reduce
illiteracy by 50 percent from 2000
levels by 2015,” together with
increased investment and
expertise, provision of relevant
curricula and quality assurance
mechanisms, and a reduction in
the literacy gender gap.
The document notes that adult
learning and education remain
chronically underfunded and
undervalued and says that greater
political recognition following
CONFINTEA V has not paved the
way for effective political action in
terms of policy prioritization,
integration and allocation of
adequate resources, either
nationally or internationally. It also
draws attention to a lack of
professional training opportunities
for adult teachers, as well as
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insufficient monitoring, evaluation
and feedback mechanisms
Belem Framework for Action
emphasizes the need for
strengthened
international
cooperation in areas ranging from
the recognition of qualifications,
sharing of know-how and innovative
practices, quality assurance,
governance, equitable access,
support for indigenous languages
and education of migrants. It
commits countries to scale up
investment for youth and adult
education to at least 6% GNP, while
promoting new and establishing
alternative financing mechanisms.
In his closing statement, Brazil’s
Minister of Education, Fernando
Haddad said that the goal after
CONFINTEA VI was to go beyond
the 2015 target by establishing
multilateral and international funds
to combat illiteracy, “so that in 2015
we can have a year of celebration
for the entire international
community.” He added: “We have
huge hopes that after Belem, we will
be ready to bring together all the
efforts to guarantee reading and
writing to all the citizens in the
world.” Summing up the Sixth
International Conference on Adult
Education, Davidson Hepburn said:
“Let us hope that this momentum
[gained at CONFINTEA VI] will now
be the force that moves us all
forward in placing adult education,
not least literacy, at the centre of
international efforts.” He went on to
say: “The [Belem Framework for
Action] is marked by solidarity in the
belief that we, despite our
differences and priorities, share a
common belief that the 21st century
will leave no adult behind.”
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tula[;k foLQksV dk Mj gqvk gok
gky ds fnuksa esa nqfu;k esa dqN ,slk
gqvk gS] tks balkfu;r ds Hkfo"; dh
rLohj cny nsxkA djhc vk/kh nqfu;k
esa QfVZfyVh jsV 2-1 ilsZaV rd fxj
x;k gSA ,slk yxrk gS fd lu 2020
ls 2050 ds chp dHkh og oDr vk
tk,xk] tc iwjh nqfu;k dk QfVZfyVh
jsV bl vkadM+s rd igqap tk,xkA bl
/kjrh ij balkfu;r dh iSnkb'k ds ckn
,slk igyh ckj gksxkA fczfV'k eSxthu
bdkukWfeLV us bl cnyko ij jks'kuh
Mkyh gSA
bl Øka f rdkjh ?kVuk dks
le>us ds fy, ;g tkuuk t:jh gS
SSs
fd QfVZfyVh jsV D;k gSA ;g tUe
nj ugha] cfYd tUe nsus dh dkfcfy;r
gSA QfVZfyVh jsV 2-1 ilsZaV gksus dk
eryc gS fd ,d efgyk viuh ftanxh
esa vkSlru brus gh cPpksa dks tUe ns
jgh gSA
bl fdLls esa ;g 2-1 ilsZaV
dk vka d M+ k lcls vge gS A bls
QfVZfyVh dk fjIyslesVa jsV ekuk tkrk
gSA vxj ,d efgyk vkSlru 2-1 cPps
dks tUe nsrh gS] rks og vkcknh esa
btkQk ugha dj ik,xh] nks cPps vius
ekrk&firk dh txg ys ysaxs vkSj
vcknh tl dh rl cuh jgsxhA ;kuh
tc fdlh lekt esa QfVZfyVh jsV 2-1
ilsaZV gks tkrk gS] rks vkcknh] dh
c<+okj :d tkrh gSA tks gks jgk gS]
mlds fglkc ls vxys 10 ls 40 cjlksa
ds chp iwjh nqfu;k dh vkcknh ,d gn
ij Bgj tk,xh vkSj 'kk;n mlesa
fxjkoV dk flyflyk Hkh 'kq: gks
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tk,A vanktk gS dh Xykscy ikiqys'ku
dk VkWi lok ukS vjc ds vklikl dgh
cusxkA fQygky vkcknh lk<+s Ng vjc
gSA fnypLi ckr ;g gS fd QfVZfyVh
esa fxjkoV dkQh rst gSA czkthy]
baMksufs 'k;k] Hkkjr vkSj nwljs fodkl'khy
ns'kksa ds lkFk ;g flyflyk xjhc
vÝhdh ns'kksa esa Hkh lkQ utj vk jgk
gSA QfVZfyVh jsV dks ikap ls nks ij
vkus esa fczVus us 130 lky yxk,] ysfdu
lkmFk dksfj;k esa ,slk egt 20 cjl
gks x;kA bZjku dk ekeyk rks vkSj Hkh
tksjnkj gS] tgka QfVZfyVh jsV 22 lky
esa lkr ls fxjdj 1-9 ilsZaV gks x;kA
rsgjku esa rks ;g 1-5 ilsaZV gSA
ikWiy
q 's ku ds bl gSjrvaxt
s VsªM
a
us bdkukWfeLV FkkWel ekYFkl dks bl
F;ksjh dks xyr lkfcr dj fn;k gS fd
,d fnu vkcknh ds lkeus nqfu;k dk
vUu de iM+ tk,xkA ftl oDr ekYFkl
;g ,syku dj jgs Fks] mlh nkSjku
baMfLVª;y fjoksY;w'ku 'kq: gks jgk Fkk]
ftlds pyrs Ýkal] fQj fczVsu vkSj
mlds ckn vesafjdk vkSj ;wjksi esa
QfVZfyVh jsV fxjus yxkA tSls&tSls
fodkl dk dkjoka vkxs c<+rk x;k]
yksx NksVs ifjokj ilan djus yxsA
[ksrh ds tekus esa tks larkusa lgkjk
ekuh tkrh Fkha] os O;kikj vkSj ukSdfj;ksa
ds tekus esa cks> le>h tkus yxhaA
jkstxkj] rkyhe vkSj 'kgjhdj.k us
efgykvksa esa de cPps iSnk djus dh
bPNk iSnk dhA vHkh dqN lky igys
rd tula[;k foLQksV dk tks Mj lrk
jgk Fkk] og vpkud gok gks x;kA
3

cklh gksrs gSa
ljdkjh vkadM+s %
;wfulsQ
;wfulsQ us dgk gS fd ljdkj dh vksj
ls eqgS;k djk, tkus okys vkadM+ksa ds
iqjkus gksus ds dkj.k Hkkjr esa f'k'kq e`R;q
nj esa deh ykus ds fy, Vhdkdj.k
tS l h ifj;ks t ukvks a fØ;kUo;u es a
fnDdrsa vk jgh gaSA Hkkjr esa ;wfulsQ
ds izfrfuf/k dkfju gqylkSQ ds eqrkfcd
Hkkjr esa Vhdkdj.k tSlh ifj;kstuk ds
fy, bLrseky esa vkus okys vkadM+s
jk"Vªh; ifjokj LokLF; losZ{k.k tqVkrk
gSA ysfdu ;s vkadM+s gj lky bdV~Bk
ugha fd, tkrsA gesa eqgS;k djk, x,
vkadM+s uohure ugha gksrsA ysfdu ;g
Hkh lp gS fd Hkkjr tSls ns'k cM+s vkSj
fo'kky vkcknh okys ns'k esa gj lky
vkadM+s bdV~Bk djuk dkQh egaxk
dke gSA
gqylkSQ us dgk fd xzkeh.k
{ks=ksa esa izkbejh LokLF; dsna zkas ds dfeZ;ksa
dks Hkh i;kZIr izf'k{k.k dh t:jr gSA
mUgksaus crk;k fd Hkkjr esa jk"Vªh;
xzkeh.k LokLF; fe'ku dks 'kq:vkr ds
ckn ljdkj us bu LokLF; dh dsanzksa esa
deZpkfj;ksa dh rknkn dkQh c<+k nh
gSA ysfdu mudks izf'k{k.k nsdj mudh
;ksX;rk esa lq/kkj ykus dh Hkh t:jr
gSA Hkkjr esa py jgh Vhdkdj.k ;kstuk
November - December 2009

dk ftØ djrs gq, mUgksaus dgk fd ;g
ns'k ds lHkh leqnk;ksa vkSj tkfr;ksa ij
ykxw gSA ysfdu lcls T;knk fiNM+siu
vkSj dqiks"k.k dh ekj >sy jgs fcgkj
vkSj mÙkj izns'k tSls jkT;ksa esa bl
;kstuk dks ykxw djus esa fnDdrsa vk
jgh gSaA
mUgksaus dgk fd ljdkj dh
dksf'k'kksa ds ckn Hkh tUe ds le;
vkDlhtu dh deh] vfrlkj] eysfj;k]
uotkr laØe.k] fueksfu;k vkSj izlo
ds rjhdksa ds dkj.k yxHkx 70 Qhln
;kuh ,d djksM+ 10 yk[k f'k'kqvksa dh
gj lky ekSr gksrh gSA mUgksaus dgk fd
bFkksfi;k tSls ns'k esa f'k'kq e`R;q nj
if'peh ;wjksih; ns'kksa ds eqdkcys 30
xquk T;knk gSA nf{k.k iwohZ ,f'k;k esa
lcls T;knk uotkr f'k'kqvksa dh ekSr
gksrh gSA
nqfu;k esa cPpksa dh dqy ekSrksa
esa ls nks frgkbZ ekSrsa dsoy nl ns'kksa esa
gksrh gSAa buesa dqN ekSras [kljk] eysfj;k
vkSj fVVul vkfn ls gksrh gS tcfd
ipkl Qhln ekS r s a dq i ks " k.k]
,pvkbZoh&,M~l] lkQ is;ty dh deh
vkSj vLoPNrk ds dkj.k gksrh gSA bl
fn'kk esa gq, vuqla/kkuksa vkSj vuqHkoksa ls
;g ckr lkeus vkbZ gS fd tjk lh
lko/kkuh vkSj lrdZrk ls lkB Qhln
buesa ls lkB Qhln ekSrksa dks tjk lh
lko/kkuh vkSj lrdZrk ls buesa ls lkB
Qhln cPpksa dks cpk;k tk ldrk gSA
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Child Census to cover
18-year-olds
Headway in annual exercise to be held in Karnataka
from January 5 to 8
The child Census of Karnataka,
to be held in January 2010, is taking
a significant step towards redefining
the age bracket of a “child.”
For the first time, all children
aged between 0 and 18 will be
covered under the Census that is
scheduled to be conducted from
January 5 to 8. Annual child
Census has so far taken into
account only children aged up to 14
years.
This change means a massive
increase in the data to be collated
from the door-do-door survey
across Karnataka. Importantly, it
acknowledges that a person does
not cease to be a child at 14.
Sandhya Venugopal Sharma,
Karnataka Project Director of
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) said
that the age bracket has been
expanded in accordance with the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act, 2000.
Confusion
The expansion of the scope of
the Census has to be considered
in the backdrop of the fact that the
very definition of a child is fraught
with contradictions in India.
The United Nations Convention
on Rights of the Child (UNCRC),
to which India is a signatory,
pledges in its preamble to protect
the rights of anyone under the age
of 18, “unless, under the law
applicable to the child, majority is
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attained earlier.”
In India, even though the age at
which a person attains majority is
18, there is no uniformity between
laws on the cut-off age beyond
which a person is no longer treated
as a child. In contrast to the UNCRC
declaration, the Child Labour
Prohibition and Regulation Act,
1986, defines a child as a person
who has not completed 14 years of
age. Children aged below 14 are
barred from working in factories
and doing hazardous jobs. Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act, 2009, covers
children aged between 6 and 14.
This limited scope of the Education
Act has many activists demanding
its expansion to include those aged
between 0 and 6 as well as between
15 and 18. Last year, the National
Commission for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) had constituted a
committee to redefine an upper age
limit for childhood.
This year’s child Census also
plans to get accurate data on not
only the number of children enrolled
in schools, but also the regularity
of their attendance, with separate
columns in the data sheet
dedicated to both.
Several
socio-economic
parameters, such as migratory
behaviour of the family and the
nature of the parents’ employment
will also be documented.
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E-9 countries strengthen collaboration to tackle
illiteracy in rural areas
Nearly two in every three
illiterate adults are women, reports
the 2009 Education for All (EFA)
Global Monitoring Report.
“It will be impossible to achieve
the EFA goals globally if E-9
countries fail to make a noticeable
difference, in particular with regard
to quality of literacy and life skills”,
said Mr Adama Ouane, Director of
the UNESCO Institute for Lifelong
Learning.
Literacy and adult learning are
not only integral to the right to
education but also provide
individuals with confidence,
knowledge and skills to make
informed choices and better their
lives. Especially for women, literacy
is a vital tool to overcoming
obstacles to equality and
empowerment.
To address this challenge,
national focal points from the E-9
countries came together for a
seminar on literacy and adult
learning in rural areas, in Beijing,
China from 26-29 October 2009.
The seminar aimed to promote the
collaborative implementation of
UNESCO’s Literacy Initiative for
Empowerment (LIFE) and develop
capacities of these countries.
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The meeting’s main objectives
were to:
1. Review
strategies,
progress and challenges in
implementing LIFE;
2. To share experiences and
best practices in promoting literacy
and adult learning in rural areas; and
3. To generate information and
inputs for the workshop focusing on
E-9 countries that will take place
during CONFINTEA VI, the Sixth
International Conference on Adult
Education (Belem, Brazil, 1-4
December 2009).
The LIFE Strategic Framework
aims to meet the EFA goals and
particularly focuses on adult literacy
and out-of-school children. The
framework targets the 35 countries
that have a literacy rate of less than
50 per cent or a population of more
than 10 million people who cannot
read nor write.
The seminar served as a
platform for discussions on
common concerns and proposals
in preparation for the eighth E-9
Ministerial Review Meeting taking
place in Nigeria in 2010. The focus
of this upcoming meeting is on
literacy and non-formal education.
Among the expected outcomes,
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it is hoped that there will be future
development on E-9 collaboration
strategy for LIFE and adult learning
with consolidating a mechanism of
South-South cooperation that will
support the achievement of the EFA
goals, in particular Goals 3 and 4
(life skills and lifelong learning and
literacy).
The E-9 seminar was coorganized by the UNESCO Institute
for Lifelong Learning (UIL) and the
UNESCO International Research
and Training Centre for Rural
Education
(INRULED)
in
cooperation with the National
Commission for UNESCO, the
Chinese Ministry of Education,
UNESCO Beijing and UNESCO
Bangkok.

Documentation
Centre,
IAEA
wishes its readers
season’s greetings
and
all the best for
2010
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izlo ds nkSjku ekSrsa ugha :d jgha lsQ enjgqM esa fiNM+ jgk
gS gekjk ns'k Hkkjr
nqfu;k dh nwljh lcls cM+h vkcknh okys fo'ks"kKksa dk ekuuk gS fd ekr` LokLF; esa tkus dh vk'kadk lcls T;knk gksrh gSA
ns'k Hkkjr esa vktknh ds 60 o"kksaZ ckn Hkh lq/kkj ds fy, nq'okfj;ksa okyh efgykvksa xHkkZoLFkk ds nkSjku ijs'kkfu;ksa dk lkeuk
tuuh ljq{kk dh gkyr fparktud cuh dh izlo ds nkSjku lgh ns[kHkky lqfuf'pr djus okyh efgykvksa dks lgh bykt fey
gqbZ gSA izlo ds nkSjku cM+h rknkn esa gksus djuh gksxhA

jgk gS ;k ugha vkSj og cPps ds tUe ds ckn

okyh ekSrksa vkSj gsYFk flLVe o izksxzkeksa esa & ljdkj LokLF; dsanzksa vkSj vLirkyksa esa thfor gSa ;k ugha] ;g tkaapus ds fy, laLFkk
ekStwn [kkfe;ksa dh otg ls Hkkjr izlwfr izlo la[;k dh fxurh djrh gS] ysfdu us Hkkjr ljdkj dks viuk utfj;k cnyus
ns[kHkky dks csgrj cukus ds ekeys esa vU; blesa lalk/kuksa vkSj deZpkfj;ksa dh deh dk lq>ko fn;k x;k gSA
ns'kksa ls dkQh ihNs gSA ekuof/kdkj laLFkk vkM+s vkrh gSA [kjkc gkykr esa cPps dks &,pvkjmCY;w esa efgyk vf/kdkj foHkkx
áweu jkbV`l okWp ¼,pvkjMCY;w½ us viuh tUe nsus ds cskn dbZ efgykvksa dh LokLF; ds fjlpZj v:.k d';i dk dguk gS fd
fjiksVZ esa ;g ckr dgh gS%

laca/kh xaHkhj ijs'kkfu;ksa dh otg ls ekSr efgykvksa ds ;kSu ,oa iztuu LokLF; dh

& fjiksVZ esa dgk x;k gS fd ,pvkjMCY;w gks tkrh gSA

j{kk vkSj fuxjkuh ds {ks= esa Hkkjr dks vxqokbZ

dh fjlpZ ls irk pyrk gS fd Hkkjr esa Hkys & laLFkk dk nkok gS fd Hkkjr ljdkj djuk pkfg,A ysfdu vc Hkh efgykvksa dh
gh ljdkj us xzkeh.k efgykvksa ds fy, cPpksa ds tUe ds ckn efgykvksa ds LokLF; ,sls ekeyksa esa ekSr gks jgh gS] tgka ekSarsa
fu%'kqYd izlwfr ns[kHkky ds dk;ZØe 'kq: dh fuxjkuh ugha djrh gSA izlo ds ckn jksdh tk ldrh gSaA LokLF; vf/kdkjh vc
fd, gksa] ysfdu tPps&cPps ds LokLF; dks 24 ls 72 ?kaVs dk le; lcls egRoiw.kZ rd blds dkj.kksa dk ;k gsYFk flLVe dks
ysdj vPNs urhts lkeus ugha vk, gSaA gksrk gSA blesa ykijokgh ls eka dh tku lq/kkjus ds fy, vko';d mik;ksa dk irk
ugha yxk lds gSaA

New scheme to cut infant, maternal mortality rate
Aimed at reducing the infant and
maternal mortality rate, a new
programme, Navjat Shishu Suraksha
Karyakaram, has been launched to
train health care providers at health
centres across the country. They are
imparted training in resuscitation,
prevention of infections and
hypothermia, and in early initiation of
women to breastfeeding the new born,
Union Health and Family Welfare
Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad said at a
meeting of the parliamentary
consultative committee attached to his
ministry.
Another priority area would be
strengthening the government’s resolve
towards population stabilisation. Eleven
States and Union Territories have
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already reached the replacement level
of total fertility. In the coming months,
the Ministry would focus on Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Assam, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh,
which have high total fertility rates (TFR).
“Though achievement of a TFR of 2.1
by 2010 seems impossible, as we were
at 2.7 in 2007, we will make all efforts to
ensure that we move closer towards
replacement levels by 2015,” Mr. Azad
said.
This exercise helped to identify 288
districts which account for 80 per cent
of maternal and infant deaths; and
primary health centres and community
health centres that are geographically
remote and difficult to access within
villages and blocks which have a high
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percentage of the Scheduled Castes and
the Scheduled Tribes. “In these areas,
we are now formulating a comprehensive
package of additional incentives to
health workers and doctors. We intend
to give special focus on new-born care,
as nearly 23 per cent of the neonatal
deaths occur in the first two days of
birth,” he said. Asphyxia, hypothermia
and sepsis are major causes of such
deaths. “We still have a long way to go
to achieve our goals related to maternal
mortality, infant mortality and total
fertility ratio, the burden of disease on
account of malaria and TB and other
infectious diseases, and universal
immunisation,” the Minister said, adding
he had asked officials to focus on the
most difficult and inaccessible areas.
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Census figures skewed
Families fail to disclose information on girls
On international Girl Child Day
of South Asian countries today, top
census officer revealed that proper
conclusions could not be derived
out of trends of sex ratio as families
do not reveal correct information
about girls.
“As per the figures, most states
have sex ratio of fewer than 800
girls on 1,000 boys between the age
group of 15 and 19,” said
C.Chandramoili, registrar general
and consensus commissioner of
India.
He said the trend could be seen
because families do not give
information about girls in that age
group and women over the age of
60 years.
The registrar general was part
of the panel discussing “Status of
girl child in India”, organised by
Women’s Coalition Trust at the
India International Centre.
Chandramoili appealed to
people not to hide information about
girls in the 2011 census.
The panel took note of the worst
sex ratio maintained by Haryana
and Punjab in consequent census.
“Though Haryana tops the list
with worst sex ratio, Punjab is not
far behind,” said Sandhya Bajaj,
member National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights.
She added certain traditions in
the state were anti-women and
people still believed that birth of a
girl was not to be celebrated.
Mothers are pressurised to give
birth to sons and this pushes them
towards the sex determination
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clinics.
Acknowledging government’s
efforts to formulate policies to
support girls like Laadli scheme,
she said more packages should be
formulated making sure that they
were accessible to the people.
One problem that Bajaj
highlighted was the three
commissions—National Women’s
Commission, National Human
Rights Commission and NCPR
had to play proactive role in
addressing cases of violation of
rights of girl child.
“As there is no specific
commission for girl children, there
is confusion between the three
commissions on registering
cases,” she said.
Convener of Women’s Coalition
Trust Razia Ismail Abbasi said the
government had decided to declare
January 24 as the National Day for
Girl Children.
Explaining that the future of
female population in India rested on
ensuring the rights of girl child,
Razia said “Four of every 10 Indian
are children. It follows that about four
of every 10 females could also be
these four girl children whom we
are recognising today.”
In calls recorded by Childline in
83 cities, boys outnumber girl
callers by almost double and of
these girls seeking help, 37 per cent
ask for emotional guidance.
Razia said it needed more than
starting helplines to save girls.

AIDS cases on
decline
The AIDS Epidemic Update2009, jointly released by United
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS) and the World Health
Organisation (WHO), reports a
significant decline in HIV
prevalence. New HIV infections
have reduced by 17 per cent over
the past eight years and the number
of people succumbing to the
disease has decreased by 10 per
cent. “International and national
investment in HIV treatment has
yielded concrete and measurable
results,” said Margaret Chan, WHO
Director General.
Region wise, Asia which is the
home to 60 per cent of the world’s
population is second only to subSaharan Africa in terms of the
number of people living with HIV. The
disease prevalence in India is 0.3
per cent (in the age group of 15-49)
which is roughly half of Asia’s HIV
prevalence.
There is a wide variation in the
epidemiological patterns in different
countries in Asia. According to the
National AIDS Control organisation
(NACO), sexual transmission is the
primary cause throughout India
accounting for 90 per cent of the
prevalence.

ßge ;g ugha pkgrs fd dsoy
dqN efgykvksa dks gh jkstxkj
;k Å¡ps in gkfly gkssaA ge rks
pkgrs gSa fd gj efgyk dks lekt
esa csgrj ntkZ feysÞ
&Jherh bafnjk xka/kh
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Engelman, Robert. State of world
population 2009. Facing a
changing world: women,
population and climate. UNFPA.
2009. 94p.
This 2009 edition of The State of
World Population shows that
climate change is more than an
issue of energy efficiency or
industrial carbon emissions; it is
also an issue of population
dynamics, poverty and gender
equity. This report shows that
women have the power to mobilize
against climate change, but this
potential can be realized only
through policies that empower
them. It also shows the required
support that would allow women
to fully contribute to adaptation,
mitigation and building resilience
to climate change.
Centre for Development Studies.
Declining Child Sex Ratio (0-6
Years) in India: A Review of
Literature and Annotated
Bibliography.
2009.
Thiruvananthapuram.. 166p.
Masculine sex ratio in the South
Asia region was raised as an issue
of concern with the mention of
‘missing women’ in this region to
the tune of about 11 percent. The
Indian sex ratio has shown a
secular decline since the
beginning of the twentieth century

excepting some reverse trend of
improvement during 1951, 1981
and 2001. The objective of this
work is to carry out a review of
existing research and other
relevant documentation on prenatal sex selection and declining
numbers of girl children in India
and thereby to prepare a
synthesised summary report and
an annotated bibliography on this
issue of concern. This review

&

Documents

report is expected to provide vital
clues for policy makers while at
the same time, also to decide on
emerging areas for research on
declining child sex ratio in India.
Mishra, Sadananda. Adult
education and total literacy. New
Delhi, Regal. 2008. 310 p.
“Adult education is a dynamic
concept. Its sphere is ever
expanding incompatible with the
growing needs and challenges of
the time. This book is a
comprehensive approach to the
problems and prospects of adult
education in India with special
reference to the total literacy
campaign.”

Malik, A.K. Contemporary
Education. Shri Sai, 2008, 476 p.
“During the past decade,
education has changed rapidly,
giving rise to a polarization of
opinions among the academicians.
However education, in its true and
complete meanings is not the
acquisition of any particular habit
or knowledge, but rather the
cultivation of the human being, with
all his physical, intellectual and
moral powers; it is not the
confiscation of his freedom for the
benefit of a machine, however
scientific and powerful this latter
be regarded; it is the development
of this very freedom itself.
The present book Contemporary
Education makes a departure
from the age-old tradition. This is
an investigation into how schools
can influence the developing
values of young people. The author
first looks, from the perspective of
different important aspects that
influences today’s educational
scene. Secondly, he focuses on
the values of pupils and schools,
examining school aims and
mission statements, the formal
curriculum, school methods and
assessment
of
children’s
development. This book is
intended to be of use as a practical
and informative guide to all those
involved in primary and secondary
education and those interested in
education generally.”
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