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New programme launched for
newborn care
Union Health and Family
Welfare Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad
launched “Navjaat Shishu Suraksha
Karyakram” to address important
interventions of care at birth as a
national initiative to reduce neonatal
deaths.
The
nation-wide
programme will provide basic
institutional newborn care and
resuscitation to the infants. The
interventions covered in the
proposed programme include
prevention of hypothermia,
prevention of infection, early
initiation of breast-feeding and basic
newborn resuscitation.
Addressing the gathering, Mr.
Azad said the objective was to have
one person trained in basic newborn
care at every delivery, which would
help prevent a significant number
of newborn deaths and ensure
survival of the newborn babies.
Mr. Azad pointed out that 22 lakh
children below five years of age die
across the country every year as a
result of birth asphyxia, sepsis,
premature births and hypothermia.
Most of these deaths occur within
the first few days of birth, he added.
The NSSK will train healthcare
providers at the district hospitals,
community health centres and
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primary health centres in the
interventions at birth with the
application of the latest available
scientific methods aimed at
significantly reducing the infant
mortality ratio.
The Health and Family Welfare
Ministry will organise district level
trainers’ training programme for 10
States and master trainers’ training
programmes in other States and
Union Territories. The States will be
expected to roll out training for
medical officers, nurses and
auxiliary nurse midwives on their
own.
Mr. Azad affirmed that the
proposed new programme would fill
a critical existing gap and address
the major causes of neonatal
mortality. “The NSSK will have two
important components of training
and infrastructure to address the
needs at the grassroots,” he said.
The sick newborn care units
with 10 to 12 beds at district
hospitals, newborn stabilisation
units with four beds at community
health centres and “newborn
corners” at primary health centres
are also proposed to be established
across the country within the next
one year.
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Most street kids in a parental trap
They are downing their
innocence in alcohol. A large
number of street children in the
capital are addicted to liquor,
according to a recent survey by
National Commission for Protection
of Child Rights. Children, who beg
or who work in makeshift vending
shops, especially in places like
central market in New Friends
Colony and pockets of Vasant Kunj,
are falling prey to the bottle. Not only
this, they were found to be charging
as little as Re 1 for opening beer
bottles.
The survey, carried out over 10
days to draw up strategies for
rescuing and rehabilitating kids,
covered 69 areas across Delhi.
Most children were found in areas
of tourist importance, places of
worship or around railway stations.
The highest concentration, close to
five percent, was found at India
Gate, followed by Shahdara, Jama
Masjid, Chandni Chowk, Red Fort
and Old Fort.
Of the 2,246 children surveyed,
nearly 50% were in the age group
of 9-14 years. Around 1,685

children were in the age-group of 6
to 14 years, 339 in the age bracket
of 14 to 18 years and the most
vulnerable 0-6 years age-group
accounted for 215 children. At least
70% children surveyed were boys.
About 68% of the children
claimed to be from Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar while the rest were from
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and
Delhi. At least 1800 children moved
to Delhi along with their families and
242 came with relatives while 165
came alone. A small group came
with acquaintances and other
children.
The survey team found that
almost 80% of the children were
living with their parents in Delhi.
Their parents are completely
dependent on their children’s
earnings. Some of them even
shared experiences of parental
coercion.
A closer look at the work profile
of the children reflects that 60% are
involved in begging. Those involved
in vending largely sell eatables,
books, magazines, flowers and
stationary at traffic signals, tourist

spots and religious places. Some
children work as porters on railway
stations.
The survey revealed that many
children were working at roadside
eateries. In fact, in Vasant Kunj A &
B block markets and central market
in New Friends Colony, children
were found to be serving alcohol
and opening beer bottles for only Re
1 during night hours. Most of them
were found to be addicted to
alcohol. The survey revealed that
most children involved in begging
were attached to families and most
of those in vending were alone or
with other groups of children and
were employed to carry out the sale
at signals by a network of adults.
Interestingly, a day’s earnings
from begging and vending can be
between Rs 70 and Rs 100, said
nearly 50% of the children
surveyed. In most cases the
earnings were either taken away by
families of these children or the
network of adults they work for.
Shockingly, over 87% of the 2246
children surveyed have never been
enrolled in schools.

Govt sets up database on immunised children
The government would launch
a pilot project in polio-affected areas
of the country in order to create a
database of every inoculated or
vaccinated child. The database will
have contact details of each child
to verify if he or she has actually
been immunised or not.
The health authorities would
acquire the contact numbers, either
from the family or any known
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number in the vicinity, of a
vaccinated child, and call on the
same for verification.
Union Health Minister Ghulam
Nabi Azad said this at the launch
of National Initiative for Patient
Safety programme, which was
organised by the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), World
Health Organisation (WHO) and
India Clinical Epidemiology
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Network (INCLEN) trust.
Citing data about safety of
patients from across the world, the
Minister said he was not sure of any
such data being available in any part
of India. “We have no such data in
India. And even if we have one, we
can’t be sure how reliable it is. We
have, therefore, decided to launch
a pilot project to create a database
in polio-affected areas,” said the
Minister.
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India still accounts for 21% of
under-five deaths
First the good news - 10,000
fewer children are now dying every
day before reaching their fifth
birthday compared to 1990. The
bad news - India alone accounts
for 21% of the under-five mortality
of the globe.
In fact, half of the deaths
occurred in India, Nigeria, Congo,
Pakistan and China. Interestingly,
among them, India and Nigeria
together accounted for nearly onethird of the total number of underfive deaths worldwide (21% and
12%, respectively).
According to a new Unicef
study, there has been a 28%
decline in the under-five mortality
rate since 1990. In absolute
numbers, this means that underfive child deaths in 2008 declined
to 8.8 million from 12.5 million in
1990.
Nineteen years ago, 90 children
per 1,000 live births died before their
fifth birthday. This stands at 65
deaths per 1,000 live births in 2008.
Unicef executive director Ann M
Veneman said, "While progress is
being made, it is unacceptable that
each year 8.8 million children die
before their fifth birthday." The new
estimates show that the average
rate of decline of under-five
mortality from 2000 to 2008 is 2.3%
compared to a 1.4% average
decline from 1990 to 2000.
An exciting finding has been

SSs
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that seven of the 67 high mortality
countries (those with under-five
mortality rates of 40 per 1,000 live
births or higher) have consistently
achieved annual rates of reduction
of under-five mortality of 4.5% or
higher. These are Nepal,
Bangladesh, Eritrea, Laos,
Mongolia, Bolivia and Malawi.
Pneumonia and diarrhoea are
the two leading causes of the
deaths.
These new estimates calculated
by Unicef, WHO, World Bank and
United Nations Population Division
pointed to another interesting fact
that under-five mortality is
increasingly getting concentrated
with 75% of these deaths occurring
in only 18 countries, including India.
Around 40% of the 8.8 million
children who die globally every year
are from India, Nigeria and Congo.
Africa (51%) and Asia (42%)
combined still account for 93% of all
under-five deaths that occur each
year. Mortality in developing
countries (71 deaths per 1,000) was
12 times that in industrialised
countries (6 per 1,000). "A handful
of countries with large populations
bear a disproportionate burden of
under-five deaths. Unless mortality
in these countries is significantly
reduced, the target of achieving the
goal of a two-thirds reduction in the
under-five mortality rate by 2015 will
not be met," said the report.
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Gender equality
mission sought
To address and tackle issues of
gender equality it is important to set
up a national gender equality
mission
and
a
women’s
international
centre,
said
Streeshakti founder-secretary
Rekha Mody at a seminar in Delhi.
Addressing the seminar, “A Call
for Gender Equality”, organised by
Streeshakti—The Parallel Force,
The Little Magazine and Women’s
Feature Service, Ms. Mody spoke
about the problems generally
experienced by women in rural
areas.
“Low-cost sanitary towels
should be made available to them,”
she said.
Member
of
Parliament
Harsimran Kaur Badal, who was
the guest of honour at the seminar,
emphasised the need to fight
female foeticide.
The women’s empowerment
mission to be constituted under the
leadership of Union Minister of State
for Women and Child Development.
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ckfydk Hkzw.k gR;k jksdus ds fy,
gfj;k.kk esa pysxk vfHk;ku
fnYyh esa ckfydk Hkzw.k gR;k jksdus ds
fy, pyk, x, vfHk;ku dh lQyrk ls
mRlkfgr ,d xSj ljdkjh laxBu us vc
gfj;k.kk ds nks ftyksa esa Hkh bldh 'kq:vkr
dj nh gSA gfj;k.kk ds dq:{ks= vkSj vackyk
nks ,sls ftys gSa tgka fyax vuqikr vf/kd
gSA lsVa j vkWQ lks'ky fjlZp vfHk;ku pykus
ds vykok dqN lkeqnkf;d lewg Hkh cuk
jgk gS tks ckfydk Hkzw.k gR;k ds [krjs dks
jksdus ds fy, dke djsaxs vkSj bl ckjs esa
tx:drk QSyk,axsA
lsaVj Qkj lks'ky fjlpZ ¼lh,lvkj½
dh funs'kd jatuk dqekjh us crk;k fd
fnYyh] iatkc vkSj gfj;k.kk tSls jkT;ksa esa
cfPp;ksa dks dks[k esa ekj nsus ds dbZ ekeys
jgs gSaA ;gka ge lkeqnkf;d deZpkfj;ksa ds

lkFk yksxksa dh /kkj.kk cnyus vkSj mUgsa
yM+fd;ksa dk egRo le>kus ds fy, dke
djsaxsA bl laxBu us 2004 esa fnYyh ds
iatkch ckx] utQx<+ vkSj ujsyk ftyksa esa
^esjh 'kfDr esjh csVh* dk;ZØe dh 'kq:vkr
dh FkhA
vackyk esa izfr gtkj yM+dksa ij
yM+fd;ksa dh la[;k 784 vkSj dq:{ks= esa
izfr gtkj yM+dksa ij 770 gSA ;g fyax
vuqikr ns'k esa lokZf/kd gSA tUe o e`R;q
ds vkadM+s j[kus okys eq[; iath;d ds
dk;kZy; ds uohure vkadM+kas ls irk pyrk
gS fd jkt/kkuh esa igyh ckj fyax vuqikr
?kVk gSA ;gka vc izfr gtkj yM+dksa ij
yM+fd;ksa dh la[;k 1004 ikbZ xbZ gSA

jatuk us fnYyh esa fyax vuqikr esa lq/
kkj dh [kcjksa dk lanHkZ nsrs gq, crk;k &
ge ekurs gSa fd gky esa feyh lQyrk esa
gekjh NksVh gh lgh] ysfdu Hkwfedk rks gSA
vc ge ;gh iz;kl gfj;k.kk esa djus tk
jgs gSaA mUgksaus crk;k fd geus dkWystksa ls
vfHk;ku 'kq: fd;k gSA ogka ge Nk=ksa dks
ckfydk Hkwz.k gR;k ds ckjs esa crkrs gSa vkSj
muds tfj, iwjs leqnk; dks bl ckjs esa
tkx:d fd;k tk ldrk gSA 15 lkeqnkf;d
lewgksa dks en~n ls pyk, tk jgs bl
vfHk;ku esa jSfy;ka] ppkZ] uqDdM+ ukVd
vkfn dk vk;kstu fd;k tk,xkA gfj;k.kk
ds dSFky] lksuhir vkSj jksgrd lfgr dbZ
ftyksa esa 2001 esa yM+fd;ksa dh la[;k izfr
gtkj ij 800 ls Hkh de ntZ dh xbZ FkhA

cky f'k'kq vkSj ekr`Ro e`R;q nj ij vkDlQse dh psrkouh
vkDlQse us dgk fd xjhc
ns'kksa esa gj lky yk[kksa yksx LokLF;
lqfo/kkvksa ds vHkko esa ekjs tk jgs gSaA
laxBu us fo'o usrkvksa ls bl la[;k esa
deh ykus ds fy, viuh izfrc)rkvksa
dks iwjk djus ds fy, dne mBkus dh
vihy dh gSA
fczVsu ds lgk;rk vkSj fodkl
laxBu us dgk gS fd cky f'k'kq vkSj
ekr`Ro e`R;q nj esa deh ykus ds
varjjk"Vªh; y{; cqjh rjg iVjh ls
mrjs gq, gSaA gj lky iwjh nqfu;k esa 40
yk[k cPps tUe ysus ds ckn 28 fnu ds
Hkhrj ne rksM+ nsrs gSaA ,d ubZ fjiksVZ
esa vkDlQse vkSj 62 vU; xSj ljdkjh
laxBuksa o LokLF; lewgksa us ;g Hkh
psrkouh nh gS fd 1990 ds ckn ls
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xHkkZoLFkk vkSj izlwfr ds le; ekSr dk
f'kdkj gksus okyh efgykvksa ds vkadM+ksa
esa dksbZ cM+k cnyko ugha vk;k gSA bl
rjg dh e`R;q nj esa 2015 rd 75
Qhln dh deh ykus ds fy, fo'o
usrkvksa ds la;qDr jk"Vª ds lglzkCnh
fodkl y{;ksa ij nLr[kr djus ds
ckotwn ;g fLFkfr gSA
vkDlQse dh eq[; dk;Zdkjh
ckjcjk LVksfdax us dgk fd bu usrkvksa
ds tkxus rd fdruh ftanfx;ksa dks
ekSr dk f'kdkj gksuk iM+sxkA ;g
lh/kh lh ckr gS fd xjhc yksx MkDVjksa
dh Qhl cnkZ'r ugha dj ldrs vkSj
yk[kksa yksxksa dh thou j{kd LokLF;
lqfo/kkvksa rd iqgap lqfuf'pr djus esa

ykijokgh blh rjg tkjh jgsxhaSA ;g
fjiksVZa U;w;kZd esa la;qDr jk"Vª egklHkk
dh cSBd ls igys vkbZ gS A cSBd esa
vkSj xjhc ns'kksa esa eq¶r LokLF; lsokvksa
ds foLrkj ij fo'o usrkvksa ds ppkZ
djus dh laHkkouk gSA
fjiksVZ esa dgk x;k gS fd
ykbcsfj;k esa ukS esa ls ,d cPpk ikap
lky dh mez rd iagqpus ls igys gh
ne rksM+ nsrk gS vkSj xzkeh.k bykdksa esa
20 Qhln ls Hkh de vkcknh dh LokLF;
lqfo/kkvksa rd iagqp gSA fjiksVZ esa usiky
ds ckjs esa dgk x;k gS fd gj 20 feuV
esa ,d uotkr f'k'kq dh ekSr gksrh gS
vkSj gj pkSFks ?kaVs esa ,d efgyk izlwfr
laca/kh dkj.kksa ls ne rksM+ nsrh gSA
r
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Need for gender-sensitive law to
tackle prostitution demanded
The need of the hour is a gendersensitive law reflecting the voices of
women and one that punishes
buyers in human-trafficking trade
including pimps, brothel-owners and
managers,
recruiters
and
transporters, Apne Aap Women
Worldwide president Ruchira Gupta
said.
“However the victims should not
be further victimised, rather they
should be rehabilitated and provided
with
sustainable
alternate
livelihoods,” Ms. Gupta said,
speaking at a function organised by
Public Interest Foundation to
felicitate her for her work in
preventing sex-trafficking of women
and children. “There are 1.3 million
girls trapped in prostitution in India
.These statistics were provided by
the CBI in May and this is only the
tip of the iceberg,” she added.
Speaking about the plight of
victims of trafficking, Ms. Gupta who
recently won the Clinton Global
Citizen Award, said: “Over the years
more and more people are being
trafficked and the ages of the girls
involved are sliding down. Prostitutes
are made to stay in cramped 6 X 4
feet rooms and are repeatedly raped
by often diseased and elderly men.
Tackling prostitution is tough
because of lack of related laws and
even public perception. Prostitutes
are usually from poor, lower caste
families and increasingly from
minority groups.” Listing the efforts
of Apne Aap Women Worldwide to
rehabilitate prostitutes, Ms. Gupta
said: “Apne Aap Women Worldwide
has opened small collectives called
Mahila Mandals which are
transformed
into
economic
collectives called self- help groups
(SHGs). There are currently 67 such

Literacy and Population - Newsletter

SHGs in Bihar, Maharashtra and
West Bengal. We also run
community classrooms in red-light
localities in slum areas. We have a
three-pronged approach which
include efforts at the grassroots,
policy-making and global levels.”
Poverty and migration
Planning Commission member
Dr. Syeda Hameed stressed that to
address the issue of trafficking it was
important to venture beyond the
legal framework.
“We must focus not only on the
penalisation of the culprits but also
address the context of prostitution
that includes poverty and migration.
We need a systemic and multisectoral approach and also must
plan out the kind of resources
needed for rehabilitation of victims
such as legal aid, access to
healthcare,
education,
psychological help and economic
resources.
Speaking about the efforts of the
Government in this regard, Dr.
Hameed said: “The Government has
committed resources in the Eleventh
Five Year Plan to combat violence
against women. There are certain
schemes such as “Ujjwal”, the
Integrated Child Protection Scheme
and the Right to Education which if
converged and synergised can help
reduce violence against women and
young children.”
Exploitation
Jamia Millia University ViceChancellor Najeeb Jung made a
distinction between trafficking and
migration saying that various forms
of exploitation were part of trafficking
whereas migration need not result
in exploitation.
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Global rise in
detection and
treatment of AIDS
The number of people being
tested for HIV more than doubled
in dozens of countries last year,
improving detection of AIDS and
contributing to a major surge in
those being treated.
The ranks of people taking
antiretroviral

drugs

in

the

developing world rose by more
than a million to surpass 4 million
people globally, the United Nations
reported in its 2009 progress report
on HIV and AIDS.
The vast international effort on
AIDS, financed by the United
States, European countries and
other donors, also ensured that
growing numbers of children with
AIDS, who had largely been left to
die quick, unheralded deaths in
past years, also benefited from the
life-saving drug therapies. Their
number rose to 275,700 in 2008
from 198,000 just a year earlier.
And the portion of mothers who got
medicines to prevent them from
infecting their babies with HIV also
rose markedly, to more than half
those in need, in the parts of Africa
hardest hit by the disease.
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ns'k ds 53 izfr'kr cPps gS ;kSu 'kks"k.k ds f'kdkj
gekjs ns'k esa yksx pkbYM lSDlqvy
vC;wt ij ckr djus ls ftruk fgpdrs
gS leL;k mruh gh xaHkhj gSaA bl
fo"k; ij pqIih lk/k ysus okykas dk
ekuuk gksrk gS fd ;g if'peh ns'kksa dh
fnDdr gS vkSj gekjs ns'k esa ;g ugha
gksrkA ysfdu gdhdr eqag fp<+kus okyh
gSA ljdkjh vkadMs ds vuqlkj ns'k ds
djhc 53 izfr'kr cPps dHkh u dHkh
lSDlqvy vC;wt dk f'kdkj cus gSaA
ckotwn blds] blls fuiVus ds fy,
dksbZ vyx ls dkuwu ugha gSA cky vf/
kdkjksa ds fy, dke djus okyksa dk
ekuuk gS fd bl eqís ij pqIih ,sls
vijk/kksa dks c<+kok nsrh gs vkSj cPpksa ds
eu esa Mj cSB tkrk gSA og ihfM+r gksus
ds ckotwn [kqn dks nks"kh ekuus yxrs gSa
vkSj vius lkFk gks jgs xyr crkZo dk

fojks/k ;k f'kdk;r ugha dj ikrs vkSj
ckj&ckj f'kdkj curs gSaA Hkkjr ljdkj
dh ,d LVMh ds eqrkfcd 52-94 izfr'kr
yM+fd;ka ,d ;k vf/kd ckj lSDlqvy
vC;wt >sy pqdh gSaA ;g 5 lky dh mez
ls 'kq: gksrk gS] 10 lky dh mez esa
T;knk vkSj 12&15 lky dh mez esa
lcls T;knk gksrk gSA ;kuh Vhu,tlZ
lcls T;knk [krjs esa gksrk gSA cPps
Ldwy] ikdZ ls ysdj ?kj ds vis{kkd`r
lqjf{kr ekgkSy esa Hkh lSDlqvy vC;wt
ds f'kdkj gq, gSaA pkbYM vC;wt ds
f[kykQ dke djus okys laxBu ^rqyhj*
us ^Vsjs nl gksEt* dh enn ls cPpksa dks
tkx:d djus dh eqfge NsM+h gSA blds
rgr mUgksaus vkWfM;ks lhMh vkSj cqdysV
esa dgkuh ds tfj, cPpksa dks ;g fl[kkus
dh dksf'k'k dh gS vxj rqEgsa fdlh ds

Li'kZ ls xqLlk] cspSuh ;k vleatl dk
vglkl gks rks tksj ls fpYykvks vkSj
bl ckjs esa fdlh fo'oLr vfHkHkkod dks
crkvksA bldh VSax ykbu gS&xqnxqnh
djuk] xys yxuk] Li'kZ ds fu;e lh[kh,A
^Vsjs nl gksEl* ds izksxzke dksvkWfMZusVj
fd'kksj us crk;k fd ;g lhMh vkSj
cqdysV 23 flracj dks fjyht dh x;h
gSA lhMh esa ckWfyoqM LVkj jkgqy cksl us
viuh vkokt nh gSA ;g lhMh vkSj
cqdysV fofHkUu laLFkkvksa dh enn ls
cPpksa esa ckaVh tk,xhA gekj dksf'k'k ;gh
gS fd cPps nksckjk blds f'kdkj u cusaA
cPps vius lkFk gks jgs xyr crkZo dk
fojks/k djuk vkSj f'kdk;r djuk lha[ksaA
cky vf/kdkjks ds fy, dke djus okys
laxBu ^izfrf/k* ds jkt eaxy izlkn
dgrs gSa fd vHkh blls fuiVus ds fy,
dksbZ vyx ls dkuwu ugha gSA

NCW: Women trafficking rampant in half of India
At least half the 612 districts in
the country are affected by
trafficking of women and children
for commercial sexual exploitation,
according to a report.The report by
the National Commission for
Women (NCW) says that in 378
districts, there are 1,794 identified
places of origin from where
females are trafficked and 1,016
areas where commercial sexual
activities take place.
The southern and eastern
states are the most vulnerable as
far as trafficking is concerned, with
states like Kerala, Andhra Pradesh
and West Bengal having all their
districts affected by the problem.
Among other most affected
states are - Tamil Nadu (93.33 per
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cent of all districts), Orissa (86.66
per cent) and Bihar (86.48 per cent).
The report further adds that 2.4
per cent of the total female
population in 15-35 age group in the
country is engaged in the flesh
trade. “The estimated number of
commercial sex workers in India is
about 28 lakh,” it says. In this, over
43 per cent of the girls were minor
at the time they enter the flesh
trade.
“The entry of minors in flesh
trade is comparatively high in
regions where incidence of poverty
and hunger are chronic. Reasons
like violence against women, high
unemployment and lack of options
contribute to the vulnerability of
trafficking of adults,” the report says.
The report says that gender
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discrimination and gender specific
violence and crimes perpetuate the
vulnerability of women and children
and act as one of the reasons
behind trafficking.
The NCW says that the promise
of a job is the biggest way of
deception and accounts for over 50
per cent of trafficking cases.
Presenting a gloomy picture, the
report says that more than 22 per
cent women in flesh trade are
trafficked and forced into it by family
members.
“Around 8 per cent (women) are
trafficked by husbands or in-laws
and 18 per cent are lured by friends
or neighbours. More than 51 per
cent women in commercial sex
were trafficked either by family
members or in-laws,” it says. r
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lsDl odZlZ i<a+sxh vkRefuHkZjrk dk ikB
lk{kj cukdj Lojkstxkj dh nh tk,xh VªsfuaxA igys pj.k esa ikap gtkj efgykvksa dks fn;k tk,xk ekSdkA

lekt esa [kqn dks nks;e nstsZ ij
[kMk+ ikus okyh lsDl odZlZ dks vkRefuHkZj
cukus dk volj eqgS;k djkus ds mís';
ls vc u flQZ mUgsa lk{kj cuk;k tk,xk]
cfYd mUgsa oS';ko`fÙk dh nyny ls
ckgj fudyus dh jkg Hkh fn[kkbZ tk,xhA
;wukbMsV us'kuy fMdsV QkWj fyVjslh
dks /;ku esa j[krs gq, 'kq: gks jgs bl
vfHk;ku ds rgr igys pj.k esa fnYyh
ds mÙkj&iwohZ ftys esa jgus okyh djhc
ikap gtkj efgykvksa dks 'kkfey fd;k
tk jgk gSA bu efgykvksa esa lsDl odZlZ
ds vykok vYila [ ;d] vuq l w f pr
tkfr@tutkfr ls lEca/k j[kus okyh
vlgk; efgykvksa dks Hkh vkRefuHkZjrk
dk ikB i<+k;k tk,xkA
fnYyh fofo ds izkS<+ lrr~ f'k{kk

foHkkx ds f'k{kd MkW- jkts'k ds iz;klksa
ls 'kq: fd, tk jgs bl vfHk;ku ds
rgr igys&igy bl vfHk;ku dh
vko';drk dk vkadyu fd;k tk jgk
gSA fo'o lk{kjrk fnol ij 'kq: gq,
bl vfHk;ku ds rgr u flQZ efgykvksa
dks f'kf{kr fd;k tk,xk] ftlds cwrs og
vius fy, lEekutud is'ks dk pquko
dj ldsAa oksd's kuy ,tqd's ku ds vUrxZr
efgykvks a dks dEI;w V j ,tq d s ' ku]
C;wVhf'k;u] d<+kbZ&flykbZ ljh[ks gquj
fl[kk, tk,axsA MkW- jkts'k us crk;k fd
bl vfHk;ku ds rgr izk;ksfxd izksxzke
dh 'kq:vkr flrEcj ekg ds var esa
gksxhA lekt ds vNwrs oxZ ls lEca/k
j[kus okyh efgykvksa dks oksd's kuy Vsfªs uax
nsus ds fy, ,slh Lo;alsoh laLFkkvksa dks

bl vfHk;ku ls tksM+k tk jgk gS] tks
ekStwnk le; esa Hkh efgykvksa o xjhc
rcds ds Nk=ksa dh fLdy MoyiesaV dh
eqfge esa tqVs gSaA bruk gh ugha vfHk;ku
esa vkbZVhvkbZ vkSj fnYyh ljdkj ls
lEca/k j[kus okys dEI;wVj o izksQs'kuy
dkslZ djkus okys laLFkkuksa dk lg;ksx
Hkh fy;k tk,xkA
lk{kjrk o vkRefuHkZjrk ds izfr
efgykvksa esa tkx:drk iSnk djus ds
ihNs dk y{; MkW- jkts'k crkrs gSa fd
gekjh dksf'k'k gS fd vlgk; efgykvksa
dks thou;kiu ds mEnk volj feysaA
blds fy, jk"Vªh; efgyk dks"k ds rgr
vkus okys Lo;a lgk;rk lewg dk fuekZ.k
fd;k tk,xk vkSj blds tfj, vlgk;
efgykvksa dks l'kfDrj.k fd;k tk,xkA

Seeking protection for girl child
Child Rights and You, a nongovernment organisation, has firmed
up a charter of demands seeking
better education, health care and
protection from abuse for the girl
child.
The
soon-to-be-submitted
charter is aimed at drawing attention
of policy-makers to the burning
issues of female foeticide,
malnutrition, trafficking and abuse.
According to CRY officials, the
charter of demands will be submitted
to ten key decision-makers including
President Pratibha Patil, Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh and Union
Minister for Women and Child
Welfare Krishna Tirath.
“We are in the process of
collecting signatures from a crossLiteracy and Population - Newsletter

section of society and will soon
submit it to the officials and ministries
concerned,” said a CRY official.
“After submitting the charter, CRY
will continue to engage with the public
through online forums and public
meetings to make sure the girl child
remains high on the public agenda
throughout the year,” the official
said.
Problems
Referring to the problems faced
by the girl child in the country, CRY
general manager Kumar Nilendu
said: “In India, the girl child faces four
heinous crimes – foeticide, child
labour, child marriage and abuse. In
addition, she suffers three key
deprivations: she is deprived of an
education, of the right to health and
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nutrition and the right to develop.”
The NGO now wants the Union
Women and Child Development
Ministry to take immediate action to
stop female foeticide through
effective enforcement of the law and
take severe legal action against
offenders, to set up autonomous law
enforcement agencies to work
against traffickers and exploiters with
appropriate redress mechanisms,
and assistance programmes for the
affected child. It also wants the
Ministry to provide easy access to
schools and create a safe
environment so that girls also readily
attend school. The charter also
includes a demand for a separate
Act against child sexual abuse.
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Headey, Derek D. and Hodge,
Andrew. The Effect of Population
Growth on Economic Growth: A
Meta-Regression Analysis of
Macroeconomic Literature.
Population and Development
Review. Vol. 35 No. 2. 2009.
pp.221-248.
Many studies have sought to
gauge the impact of population
growth on economic growth. A wellknown stylized fact of this literature
is that the estimated effects of
population growth measures on
economic growth are not robust,
varying between being positive,
negative, and insignificantly different
from zero. The present study
analyzes
471
statistical
regressions from 29 prominent
economic growth studies using
meta-regression analysis to identify
the
effect
of
alternative
methodologies on key population
growth results. This study finds that
a broad set of methodological
factors explains more than half of
the variation in the population growth
effects observed from this
literature, including the types of
variables used to measure
population growth, the countries
selected, the time frame of the

analysis, and the nature of the
control variables specified. The
study also yields results that have
implications for policymakers,
especially insofar as several policy
factors seem to influence the
population change–economic
growth nexus. Particularly strong is
the evidence in support of the
increasingly adverse effects of
population growth in the post-1980
period,
suggesting
that

&

Documents

demographic issues should warrant
greater attention than they currently
receive from the policymaking
community.
Su, Dejun. Risk Exposure in
Early Life and Mortality at Older
Ages: Evidence from Union Army
Veterans.
Population
and
Development Review. Vol. 35 No. 2.
2009. pp.275-295.
This study examines the relation
between risk exposures in early life

and hazard of mortality among
11,978 Union Army veterans aged
50 and over in 1900. Veterans’ risk
exposures prior to enlistment—as
approximated by birth season,
country of birth, residential region,
city size, and height at enlistment—
significantly influenced their chance
of survival after 1900. These effects
are robust irrespective of whether
socioeconomic well-being in 1900
has been taken into account;
however, they are sensitive to the
particular age periods selected for
survival analysis. Whereas some
of the effects such as being born in
Ireland and coming from large cities
became apparent in the first decade
after 1900 and then dissipated over
time, the effects of birth season,
being born in Germany, residential
region in the United States, and
height at enlistment were more
salient in the post-1910 periods.
Height at enlistment shows a
positive association with risk of
mortality in the post-1910 periods.
Compared to corresponding
findings from more recent cohorts,
the exceptional robustness of the
effects of risk exposures prior to
enlistment on old-age mortality
among the veterans highlights the
harshness of living conditions early
in their lives.
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